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UPCOMING EVENTS

6th

Saturday, January 1
Prison Ministry Training
See page 4 for more details.

Sunday, January 1

Potluck Breakfast

Wednesday, January 20
Bible Discussion
“Truth or Consequences”

Tuesday, January 26° 47
Cabinet Meeting
7pm in the Ryther Room

Tuesday, February 2™
Christian Ed. Meeting
New board members needed soon!
See page 3 for more details.

Saturday, February 6"

BUCC Playhouse performs at
the Grapevine Grill
See page 3 for more details.

Wednesday, February 10
Book Discussion
See page 4 for more details.

Sunday, February 28th
Annual Meeting w/ Potluck Lunch
(Committee reports due Feb. g8th11)

Wednesday, March 24th
Loaves and Fishes
Volunteers needed

See page 5 for more details.

N 1

3rd Annual Martin Luther King, Jr.

3rd Annual Martin Luther King, Jr.
Potluck Breakfast

Please join us Sunday, January 17" at
8:15 am for our 3rd annual Martin Luther
King, Jr. potluck breakfast.

This event will be held 1n the Parish House
dining room. Please bring a dish to share.
Beverages will be provided.

Wednesday, Jan. 20" @ ¢pm
Bible Discovery — Art Room
“Truth or Consequences” (How do we
maintain spiritual integrity?)

Acts of Faith is a seven part series that looks
at the book of Acts in the Bible and engages
participants in a discussion of discovery
about how our faith matters and influences
our lives. You may attend one or all of the
sessions.

A sign up sheet is in the entryway or call the
office.

Everyone can sing!
Can you make a short commitment to
the choir during the Easter season?
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Dear folks,

As you reckon with your New Year's Resolutions, let the good news and affirmation
from the prophet Isaiah inspire you to take chances and boldly shine into a new future.
You do not go alone...and your risks will become an inspiration for others. See the
attached image for Isaiah's words and a picture of: surrender, acceptance, receiving
and rejoicing.

May you look and be radiant. May your heart throb and swell with joy in the coming
year. May 2010 be a year of letting Jesus' light shine through your life.

Peace,
Todd

1 "Arise, shine, for your light has
come, and the glory of the LORD
rises upon you. 2 See, darkness
covers the earth and thick
darkness is over the peoples, but
the LORD rises upon you and his
glory appears over you.3 Nations
will come to your light, and kings
to the brightness of your dawn.

4 4 "Lift up your eyes and look

L2r about you: All assemble and
come to you; your sons come from afar, and your daughters are
carried on the arm. 5 Then you will look and be radiant, your heart
will throb and swell with joy; the wealth on the seas will be brought
to you, to you the riches of the nations will come. 6 Herds of camels
will cover your land, young camels of Midian and Ephah. And all
from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense and proclaiming the
praise of the LORD.

- Isaiah 60: 1 - 6
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FROM CHRISTIAN ED.

The Board of Christian Ed. would like to invite
anyone that is interested in becoming a board
member to their next meeting on Tuesday, Feb.
2" Many of the board members have children
who are “aging out” of Sunday School, so new
members are needed soon! Now is a good
time to learn more about this exciting committee
S0 you can learn the ropes before September.
Please see Donna or Cyndi for more
information about meeting location or the
Sunday School program.

Christian Ed. recently purchased shades for the
basement windows to darken the dining room
during the monthly movie rotation. With the
money raised from their fundraising activities,
they will also purchase a pull down movie
screen for the dining room.

The Family Portraits fundraiser in November
raised $700! Thank you to all who participated
and to Juliet Connolly for her photography
skills.

The church thanks Christian Ed. for taking the
time to decorate our church for the Advent
season!

ete -V - 572
FROM OUR YOUTH GROUP

The Youth Group has had a busy start to their
year. They shipped 11 boxes of shoes to Soles
4 Souls after their fall collection drive.

Their recent water bottle fundraiser added over
$260 to the church’s general operating fund.
The Youth Group will be choosing some
ongoing expenses to “adopt” with their
contribution.

The group is busy planning something different
for the annual “Souper” Bowl collection on
Sunday, Feb. 7". The collection will benefit our
Helping Hands Cupboard. Look for more
details as plans are finalized.

NIGHT OUT!

Wondering what to do for Valentine’s Day?
Avoid the crowds and join in the fun on

Saturday, February 6™

BUCC’S PLAYHOUSE AND THE
BELCHERTOWN HISTORICAL
ASSOCIATION PRESENT
GHOSTLY DINNER CRUISE
at the Grapevine Grill in Belchertown

Doors open at 6:30pm
Show and Prime Rib dinner at 7pm

Tickets $39/person

Mystery continues to surround the Solaris
regarding the ghost that inhabits Cabin B.
Captain Stubby, the long-time captain of the
Solaris, insists the rumors are completely
untrue, and hopes tonight’s party will wash
away all fears of this ghostly phenomenon. To
help alleviate those fears, Barbie Duhl and her
company, Parties by Barbie, was hired by the
Solaris to plan what has been called the “Pre-
Valentine’s Day party extravaganza of the
year.” Barbie and her “party people” have
several “lovely” surprises in store tonight,
including a 5-heart dinner prepared by Catrina
Cook of Catrina Cooks, table decorations
created by one of the area’s local artists,
Phonet, and special drinks and bartending
expertise provided by Nina Colada. After
dinner, Voodoo VJ the Hoodoo DJ will
provide music for dancing, with the gala
celebration ending in a cascade of fireworks
presented by local fireworks expert, Fred Flint.
“I’m not superstitious,” said the Captain, “but I
hope that’s all the surprises we have in store
for you tonight!”

Tickets available at the Belchertown
Copy Center and the Grapevine Grill
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It is with deep regret that the church recently accepted
the resignations of Jamey Hasbrouck and Mike Assimus
from the Building & Grounds Committee. The church

would like to extend a sincere thank you for their hard work and prompt
attention to maintenance issues during their tenure. Much of the work of
this committee is behind the scenes, but is always greatly appreciated!

Thank you to Donna DeRoin and her crew for recent projects at the church!
In the past few months, they have replaced the church thresholds, put the
storms on the church windows, and hung the decorative Advent plaques

outside the church.

PRISON MINISTRY
UPDATE

Have you thought about doing Prison
Ministry? Here is your chance. There will be
an orientation/training at the Ludlow
Correctional Center on Saturday, Jan. 16th
from 9am - Noon.

Once you have been trained and have been
cleared (CORI), there are several ongoing, as
well as periodic opportunities. To register for
the orientation, please call Bill Toller at 413-
547-8000, ext. 2457, or if you have questions,
please call BUCC Missions member. Lvnda

Lewis at 323-4408. (‘ ‘ \
e

Book Discussion

Wednesday, February 10™
/pm in the Drama Room

What if our beliefs were not what divided
us, but what pulled us together?In the
non-fiction follow up to Tuesdays with
Morrie, Mitch Albom offers a beautifully
written story of a remarkable eight year
journey between two worlds - two men,
two faiths, two communities — that will
inspire readers everywhere.

A Letter from a Friend:

To my church family,

I'm overjoyed to tell you that this past
Sunday, | was announced as
candidate for Pastor and Teacher

at Memorial Congregational Church
in Sudbury, MA. Although the process
isn't completed until the congregation
votes on January 24th, | wanted to
share this happy news with my BUCC
family. If we hadn't joined BUCC, |
literally may never have discovered
my call to ministry. You all have
meant so much to Rachel and me
(and the girls) over the past few
years. Your support has been a true
blessing to us, and it was an honor
for me to serve you as interim
minister for a summer, and to
occasionally preach for you. It has
been even more of an honor for us to
sit next to you in the pews, and to
grow together while worshiping God.
My heartfelt appreciation goes out to
the Deacons and Todd for journeying
with me, metaphorically and literally,
over these many years.

peace,

Tom O'Brien
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Attention Committee Chairs:

Annual reports are due February 8th.

Please submit via email, mail or mail

slot by this deadline. Typed or Word

processed reports ready for printing
are the most helpful submissions.

Thank you for your prompt attention.

LOAVES & FISHES

Wednesday, March 24th
is the next Loaves & Fishes meal at
Christ Church in Springfield. People
are needed to prep
pie, salad and brownies, and to
serve the meal.

A sign-up sheet will be in the church

entryway as the date draws closer.
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SNOW CANCELLATIONS
In case of severe weather, please
tune in to ABC Channel 40 or log
onto WGGB.com. If worship is
cancelled, we will be listed.

More Fundraising Results:

The House of the World proceeds of
$740 were split between the
Belchertown Ecumenical Fuel
Assistance Fund (BEFAF) and our
church’s general fund. With the
additional funds received from
Mission “gift certificate” sales and a
contribution from a local business,
BEFAF will receive $745.

The cookie sale raised $182 for the
church. Thank you to all that
organized, baked and/or ate cookies!

SUPPORT GROUP FOR WOMEN
Is there someone giving you a hard time?
Is your relationship stressful or hurtful?
Do you find yourself needing a place to
go to talk, to get advice, to get resources?
Please contact the church office for
further information on dates and
meeting times.

Church Office
Open Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Church Phone - 413-323-7442
Please leave a message.

Church e-mail address:
belchertownucc@yahoo.com
Web site -
www.belchertownucc.org

Submit information for the
Siindaxy hiilletin hyv Wedneadaxs
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God
is still
speaking

Relational Covenant
In all things, we will pray to God for guidance.

We will strive to be a church that seeks unity and acceptance of all people,
respectful and tolerant in all our actions, supportive of one another in addressing
difficult situations, valuing the thoughts and ideas of others, though we may not agree.
Open to considering change, we will listen in a caring, open-minded way for
understanding, without interruption, criticisms or put-downs, with awareness of our
body language, we will speak the truth with love. Seeking to discover all the facts
before we speak, refraining from threats, harsh gestures and yelling,
we will create safe, constructive and regular opportunities to share thoughts, ideas and
opinions face-to-face, always striving for fairness and respecting confidentiality.

If we are not able to communicate with each other,
we will ask another non-judgmental person to be present.

A Statement of Intentional Ministry
We resolve to be a church that seeks to identify, equip,
encourage and evaluate Christian Discipleship, anytime,
anywhere, by anyone, for the purpose of nurturing
an individual's gifts and visions, thereby strengthening and glorifying
the Body of Christ as it realizes itself in the world.
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